	SUPREME COURT SEMINAR 
	Fall 2026

Professor Mike Ramsey
Room 319, Warren Hall

Office Hours:		9:30 am to 11:30 am Tuesday and Thursday
2:30 pm to 3:00 pm Tuesday and Thursday

Email:	mramsey@sandiego.edu (use this contact for short questions and to make appointments)
Professor’s website:	www.mdramsey.com
Course webpage:	mdramsey.com/index_files/Page376.htm (please consult this page regularly for assignments and other information about the course schedule)

Readings:	There is no assigned text.  Assignments will be made from materials available on line.	

Conduct of Class:	This is a discussion seminar.  Class participation is expected. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Papers and Grades:   1.	There will be two writing assignments, explained in further detail on the next page. The first, a short memo (4-6 pages), will be due September 29, 2026, and will count 15% of the final grade for the class. The second, a significant paper (20-30 pages), will be due December 11, 2026, and will count 40% of the final grade.

2.	During the semester you will be asked to make two in-class presentations on the subject of your writing assignments. These together will count for 25% of the final grade for the class.

3.	In addition to the foregoing, you are expected to participate in discussions during class. Many of these discussions will include specific assigned topics. Participation in these discussions will count 20% of the final grade in the class.

4.	The use of generative artificial intelligence (AI) is permitted without restriction in this course, subject to the following:

(a) Use of AI in connection with any written work submitted in this course must be disclosed.
(b) Be aware that AI is unreliable and all facts and citations obtained through AI must be checked.  Errors in facts and citations attributable to AI that could have been corrected by consulting a non-AI source will result in substantial penalties.
(c) Ordinary rules of attribution and plagiarism apply.  Be aware that AI may copy materials from non-AI sources without attribution.  Use of AI in connection with any written work submitted in this course requires taking reasonable steps to detect and correct plagiarism.

5.	Attendance is required (except for emergencies or valid excuses approved in advance) each of the presentation days (September 29 & October 1 and the class meetings in November). Failure to attend on required days will result in automatic reductions in the discussion part of the grade. Attendance is expected (although not graded per se) for other class meetings as well; failure to attend will be taken into account in awarding discussion grades, and moreover the topics discussed in class are directly relevant to the writing assignments.
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	Supreme Court Seminar
Fall 2025

Overview

This seminar will focus upon the issues, procedures and personalities of the current U.S. Supreme Court.  We will consider (a) how and why a case reaches the Court; (b) the Court’s procedures for selecting, hearing and deciding cases; (c) theories as to how the Court does or should decide cases; and (d) the nature of the Justices who presently make up the Court.

Each participant will have two principal assignments (in addition to weekly reading in support of class discussions).  First, we will consider how the Court decides which cases to hear.  Each participant will be assigned one case currently on petition for writ of certiorari (that is, in which a brief has been filed asking the Court to review the case).  The assignment will be to prepare a short (4-6 page) memo (in the style of cert. memos actually prepared by Supreme Court clerks) recommending whether the Court should accept the invitation to hear the case.  These recommendations will be presented to the seminar on September 29 & October 1, 2026; in some cases the Court will make its decision about the cases shortly thereafter.  We will compare our conclusions to the actual results the Court reaches and attempt to draw some conclusions about whether it is possible to predict what cases the Court will hear.

The second assignment will involve a significant paper (20-30 pages) and a significant in-class presentation of the paper (approx. 20 minutes).  For this purpose the class will divide into two groups, a Justice group and a Case group.  Each person in the Justice group will select a sitting Justice and will prepare a paper and presentation describing the background, role and judicial philosophy of that individual.  Each person in the Case group will select a particular case that will be argued to the Court this Term and will prepare a paper and presentation on the case (in the style of bench memos/presentations actually prepared by Supreme Court clerks).  After we have heard the presentations, each person in the Justice group will predict how that persons Justice will vote in each selected case; each person in the Case group will predict how each of the Justices will vote in their particular case.  (The cases will not actually be decided by the Court during our seminar, but hopefully we will be interested enough in the topic to follow the results in the Spring).  The final draft of this paper must be submitted by December 11, 2026.

The reading will have three main components, for which we will have assigned reading and/or research.  For the first few weeks, we will look at some materials that give background information about the Court and the procedures involved in getting the Court to hear a case.  Next, we will briefly consider some Supreme Court history. Thereafter, we will consider ways that the Court decides (or says it decides) cases.  Of course, preparation of the presentations and papers will also require significant outside research.


Supreme Court Seminar -- Fall 2026
Tentative Course Schedule


Aug.  18:		introduction
Aug.  20:		discussion: the U.S court system
Aug.  25:		discussion: the cert. process and the role of the Court
	Aug.  27:		discussion: the cert. process (con’t)
			cert. memo assignments
	Sept.   1:		discussion: alternatives to cert
	Sept.   3:		discussion: the emergency docket (part 1: basics)
Sept.   8:		discussion: the emergency docket (part 2: development and criticisms)
Sept.  10:		discussion: the emergency docket (part 3: criticisms and reform)
Sept.  15:		discussion: reforming the Court
		long paper assignments (Justice and case group)
Sept.  17:		discussion: the office of Chief Justice
Sept.  22:		discussion: history of the Supreme Court (part 1) - Chief Justices
Sept.  25:		discussion: history of the Supreme Court (part 2) - famous Justices
Sept.  29:		cert. memos due; cert. presentations in class
Oct.    1:		cert. presentations in class 
	Oct.    6:		discussion: history of the Supreme Court (part 3) - famous Justices (con’t)
	Oct.    8:		to be announced 
Oct.   13:		listen to oral argument
Oct.   15:		discussion: oral argument
Oct.   20:		discussion: judicial decisionmaking – originalism 
Oct.   22:		discussion: judicial decisionmaking – alternatives to originalism
Oct.   27:		discussion: judicial decisionmaking – judicial restraint
Oct.   29:		discussion: issues and guidelines for papers and presentations 
Nov.   3:		presentations on Justices
Nov.   5:		presentations on Justices
Nov.  10:		presentations on Justices
Nov.  12:		class cancelled (work on final papers)
Nov.  17:		presentations on cases
Nov.  19:		presentations on cases; concluding thoughts on the Court
		last day of class
Dec.  11:		final papers due


Note:	To receive written work credit for this course a rough draft must be submitted to me no later than the day of the presentation.


SUPREME COURT SEMINAR
Professor Mike Ramsey
Fall 2026

Information/Assignment for the First Class Meeting
_________________

Information regarding the course and the assignments will be posted throughout the semester at the course webpage, https://www.mdramsey.com/index_files/Page376.htm (you can also reach this page by going to my website homepage, www.mdramsey.com, and following the link to “Supreme Court Seminar 2026 Course Webpage” at the bottom of the page).  This will be the primary means of communication regarding the course.  Please visit the website and find the syllabus and the readings for the first class meeting (also listed below).


Assignment for first class meeting (August 18, 2026):
 
Read the U.S. Constitution, Article III, with attention to what it says (and does not say) about the U.S. Supreme Court and other U.S. federal courts. 
 
Look at the U.S. Supreme Court’s website (https://www.supremecourt.gov/), especially the “about” tab.
 
Look at some other on-line resource to find some interesting facts about the Court to share in class.

