Professor Mike Ramsey
Supreme Court Seminar -- Fall 2026
Tentative Course Schedule (revised)

Aug.  18:		introduction
Aug.  20:		discussion: the U.S. court system
Aug.  25:		discussion: the cert. process and the role of the Court 
		cert. memo assignments
	Aug.  27:		discussion: the cert. process (con’t)			
	Sept.   1:		discussion: alternatives to cert
	Sept.   3:		discussion: the interim docket (part 1: basics)
Sept.   8:		discussion: the interim docket (part 2: development and criticisms)
Sept.  10:		discussion: the interim docket (part 3: criticisms and reform)
Sept.  15:		discussion: reforming the Court		
Sept.  17:		discussion: the office of Chief Justice 
		long paper assignments (Justice and case groups)
Sept.  22:		cert. memos due; cert. presentations in class
Sept.  24:		cert. presentations in class 
Sept.  29:		discussion: history of the Supreme Court (part 1) - Chief Justices
Oct.    1:		discussion: history of the Supreme Court (part 2) - famous Justices
	Oct.    6:		discussion: history of the Supreme Court (part 3) - famous Justices (con’t)
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Oct.    8:		class cancelled 
Oct.   13:		listen to oral argument
Oct.   15:		discussion: oral argument
Oct.   20:		discussion: judicial decisionmaking – originalism 
Oct.   22:		discussion: judicial decisionmaking – alternatives to originalism
Oct.   27:		discussion: judicial decisionmaking – judicial restraint
Oct.   29:		discussion: issues and guidelines for papers and presentations 
Nov.   3:		presentations on Justices
Nov.   5:		presentations on Justices
Nov.  10:		presentations on Justices
Nov.  12:		class cancelled (work on final papers)
Nov.  17:		presentations on cases
Nov.  19:		presentations on cases; concluding thoughts on the Court
		last day of class
Dec.  11:		final papers due


Note:	To receive written work credit for this course a rough draft must be submitted to me no later than the day of the presentation.

