
Supreme Court Seminar -- Fall 2025
Professor Mike Ramsey

Course Schedule (updated)


Aug.  19:		introduction
Aug.  21:		discussion: the U.S court system
Aug.  26:		discussion: the cert. process and the role of the Court
	Aug.  28:		discussion: the cert. process (con’t)
	Sept.   2:		discussion: alternatives to cert
			cert memo assignments
	Sept.   4:		discussion: the emergency docket (part 1: basics)
Sept.   9:		discussion: the emergency docket (part 2: development and criticisms)
Sept.  11:		discussion: the emergency docket (part 3: criticisms and reform)
Sept.  16:		discussion: reforming the Court
Sept.  18:		no class (work on cert. memos)
Sept.  23:		cert. memos due; cert. presentations in class
Sept.  25:		cert. presentations in class
Sept.  30:		discussion: the office of Chief Justice
		introduction to long paper assignments
Oct.    2:		discussion: history of the Court (part 1): Chief Justices
		long paper assignments
Oct.    7:		discussion: history of the Court (part 2): famous Justices
Oct.    9:		discussion: history of the Court (part 2): famous Justices (con’t)
Oct.   14:		oral argument: Chiles v. Salazar
Oct.   16:		discussion: Chiles v. Salazar argument
Oct.   21:		discussion: long paper guidelines and questions
Oct.   23:		discussion: judicial decision-making - originalism
Oct.   28:		discussion: judicial decision-making - alternatives to originalism
Oct.   30:		discussion: judicial decision-making - judicial restraint
Nov.   4:		presentations on Justices (Roberts, Thomas, Alito)
Nov.   6:		presentations on Justices (Sotomayor, Kagan, Gorsuch)
Nov.  11:		presentations on Justices (Kavanaugh, Barrett, Jackson)
Nov.  13:		presentations on cases (Chiles v. Salazar, W.Va. v. BPJ)
Nov.  18:		presentations on cases (Hamm v. Smith, Pung v. Isabella Co.)
		concluding thoughts on the Court; last day of class
Nov.  20:		no class (work on final papers)
Dec.  15:		final papers due


[bookmark: _GoBack]Note:	To receive written work credit for this course, a rough draft must be submitted to me no later than the day of the presentation.

