Supreme Court
Professor Mike Ramsey
Fall 2025

Cert. memo assignment and guidelines
Overview:
Each person will be assigned to review one case currently pending on petition for writ of certiorari. The assignment is to prepare a short (roughly 4-6 page) memo describing the case and making a recommendation to the Court.

Contents:
Each memo should include the following:
· Introduction and question(s) presented
· Brief summary of the proceedings in the lower courts
· Summary of petitioner’s argument
· Summary of respondent’s argument (if there is a response)
· Analysis (the most important part): should the Court grant the petition?
· Recommendation

Recommendation:
The Court may take the following actions regarding a petition:
· GRANT the petition (meaning the Court will hear argument)
· DENY the petition (the Court will not review the case and takes no further action)
· CALL FOR A RESPONSE (if there is no response and the petition seems at least plausible to grant)
· CALL FOR THE VIEWS OF THE SOLICITOR GENERAL (CVSG)
· SUMMARILY REVERSE (meaning the decision below is so obviously wrong that argument is not needed) 
· GRANT, VACATE AND REMAND (GVR): return the case to the lower court to consider an intervening decision of the Supreme Court
The memo should conclude by recommending ONE of these options.

Due date and presentations:
· All memos are due before class on TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
· Each person will make a short (5-10 minute) presentation on their petition on September 23 or September 25 (we will go in order of docket number unless someone has an irreconcilable conflict)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]If you are unable to attend one of these session please let me know as soon as possible
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