CONSTITUTIONAL LAW

Spring 2010
Professor Mike Ramsey 

Room 319, Warren Hall

Office Hours:

4:20 pm – 4:50 pm Monday

2:15 pm – 4:45 pm Tuesday

4:20 pm – 4:50 pm Wednesday

2:15 pm – 4:45 pm Thursday

Office telephone:
619-260-4145  

Email:


mramsey@sandiego.edu
Professor’s website:
www.mdramsey.com
Course webpage:
www.mdramsey.com/index_files/Page812.htm

Readings:

The required text is Stone, Seidman, Sunstein, Tushnet & Karlan, Constitutional Law (6th ed., Aspen 2009).  There will be some additional readings from sources available on-line or in the library.

Conduct of Class:
Much of the class will proceed through discussion.  I expect to call on students during class, and I expect those called upon to be prepared.  Voluntary class participation is also encouraged.

Grading Policy:
1.
Grades will be based on a final examination counting 100% of the grade (before giving effect to participation points discussed below).  The final examination will be entirely open book, and will be in part an essay test and in part a multiple choice test based in format upon the multistate section of the Bar Exam.

2.
I may increase any grade one step (e.g., from a B+ to an A- or from an A- to an A) for excellent participation in class, and I may decrease any grade one step for consistent failure to be prepared in class.

3.
Failure to attend class may have a negative impact upon the participation grade.  In addition, many concepts are covered in class that are not covered at all, or not covered to the same extent or in the same way, in the text.  Failure to attend class thus may have a severe effect upon exam performance.

4.  
The exam will be based only on materials covered in class or in the assigned reading.  Information or concepts obtained from other sources (such as commercial outlines) will not receive credit on the exam unless it is also covered in class or in the assigned reading.

5.
I will be available to discuss grades after the exam.  However (except in the case of mathematical or clerical errors) all grades are final.  There can be no after-the-fact adjustments.

