 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Constitutional Law II

Professor Mike Ramsey

Fall 2011
For the first class meeting (8/23/11):

A.  Visit the course webpage: http://www.mdramsey.com/index_files/Page812.htm
This page will have information about the course, downloads and assignments.  Current downloads are (i) the course syllabus; (ii) an outline of readings for Part 1of the course; (iii) this assignment page; and (iv) the assigned excerpt listed in (C) below.
B.  Read the text of the Constitution, especially Amendments I through X (pp. xliii - lviii of the textbook) and the textbook’s introduction (pp. 1-8).  Also, review quickly the historical materials on pp. 8-29 of the textbook (these matters should be familiar from Constitutional Law I; if not, read them more carefully).

C.  At the course webpage, download the excerpts from District of Columbia v. Heller, 554 U.S. 570 (2008), and read Justice Scalia’s opinion for the majority.  [Note: we will read the dissenting opinions later]. 

D.  Consider, and be prepared to discuss, with reference to Heller, the following questions:

Why should a Constitution have provisions protecting individual rights, and how do we decide what those rights should be?  Should the fact that some people 200-plus years ago agreed on certain rights (and not others) to protect be binding on us?

Also consider the fact the in the next year or so, the U.S. Supreme Court will be asked to decide on the constitutionality of (1) the comprehensive federal health care reform passed in 2010, which among other things requires all persons in the United States to purchase health insurance; and (2) the provision of the California constitution defining marriage to be only between a man and a woman. What materials should a court use to decide these questions?  Should the validity of these laws depend on what the Supreme Court thinks of them?

