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Ms. Raich suffers from an incurable disease that causes her great pain.  She believes that using cannabis (marijuana) to relieve the pain will allow her to carry on a somewhat normal life, something she is otherwise unable to do.  She has consulted a doctor, who advises her that moderate use of cannabis is not dangerous, that it is likely to relieve her pain without making her condition worse, and that there is no alternate treatment.  Ms. Raich decides to grow some cannabis in her backyard (with some seeds obtained from her next-door neighbor), for her own medical use.  She grows only enough for her own personal needs.

The state law of California, where Ms. Raich lives, has a specific exception to its drug law for the medical use of cannabis.  U.S. federal law, however, does not have an exception.  All possession and use of cannabis is banned under federal law, and violators of the law are subject to substantial criminal penalties.  Ms. Raich brings suit against the U.S. attorney general, seeking an injunction to prevent enforcement of the federal law against her use of cannabis.

(1)  Is the federal law, as applied to Ms. Raich, a constitutional exercise of the commerce power?
(2)  Assuming the answer to question (1) above is (no,( how might the federal government use the spending power to ban Ms. Raich(s marijuana?  What arguments would she make in opposition? 
